[image: image1.png]THE

Ry
J)PEACOCK QUILL =






ACCORDING to the story, our fair princess has to overcome her feelings of utter disgust & kiss that cold, wet, & probably slimy, frog square on the lips before she ever has opportunity to live happily ever after with her charming prince.

How many times in life do we too approach an unpleasant chore with a sense of disgust?  Failing to execute the task swiftly, we invariably deny ourselves the pleasantries of what could have been.
Admittedly, there was no sign on the frog that said, “Kiss me, I’m a prince;” but had the princess known beforehand of her reward, I am convinced that she would have been a little more expedient in puckering up.  
Almost a year ago I walked into the Archives building for the first time.  What I found was an unimaginable collection of historical treasures.  Unfortunately (at least for me), I also discovered that the floor in the old Lesche Club room bounced every time someone walked across it.  Naturally my curiosity got the best of me, & before long we were tearing up the floor & replacing rotten timbers.  This led to tearing up drain lines which led to something further & something further still.  During the time all this was going on, we came across the blueprints for a 1921 renovation of the building-–a nice find for anyone should they decide to fix the ol’ building up a little (& maybe  in my case a little fuel on the fire to do just that).  
All of that brings us to where we are today.  Should you happen by the Archives, you will notice that, like the cold slimy frog, it’s not much to behold. There is an immense amount of work yet to be done, &  you may even go as far as to say that only a crazy person would attempt such a project.  If crazy is what it takes, then so be it!  Fireplaces have begun to appear & beautiful woodwork & frosted glass are emerging from beneath years of paint & remodeling.  Let me encourage each of you to take part in this rewarding endeavor.   The work is dirty, time- consuming, & anything but pleasant; but I have seen enough to realize that we have a building of magnificent potential in our possession.  The time is right for us to roll up our sleeves & turn the archives building into the crown prince it is meant to be.  It’s time to kiss the frog!

Holiday House = Success

     While the weather may not have cooperated as we wanted, this year’s Holiday Open House at the Blunt House was a success!  Visitors toured the 1848 house fully decked in vintage holiday regalia.  Special thanks to Joanne Lewis & Jean Manly for spearheading the effort.  Thanks also go to Dianne Atkins, Randy Beckler, Melissa Burchfield, Jeanne Burr, Sherrian Hall, Tim Howard, Judy Hughes, Jean Kelley, Marvin Lewis, Carolyn Luffman, Tut McFarland, Al & Joan McGovern, Judy Schwenn,  Marvin Sowder, Ethel Sumner, Ellen Thompson & Marsha Whitener for helping to make this year’s event a success.  This year we raised $1,810.


Annual Meeting Is Sun., Jan. 24
OUR annual meeting to review the past year is Sunday, January 24 at 2:30 at the Blunt House, 506 S. Thornton Ave.   Committee reports will detail work done at all the society properties and within the community.  Come ready to be impressed!


Thanks to all the MANY volunteers who have been working to keep the Vann House open!  We appreciate every single one of you!


THANKS

WE would like to thank those individuals who recently contributed to our cause!
GENERAL FUND: Jack Bandy, Sally Manly, Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Mosteller, Mr. & Mrs. Brooks Rizer, Leta Faye Roberts and Peggy Seward.
ARCHIVES RENOVATION: Jeanne Burr, Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Caldwell, Mr. & Mrs. John Campbell, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Clark and Dalton Garden Council (for landscape plants for the entrance).
IN HONOR OF THE SEATON FAMILY & KATHRYN SELLERS:  Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bethel.

IN MEMORY OF GLENN & DORIS DAVIS AND THE CARL B. & ORA DAVIS FAMILY: Henry Davis, designated for the Old Spring Place Church Fund.

IN MEMORY OF HAROLD & RONNIE SOWDER:  Kathryn Sellers

IN HONOR OF MARCELLE WHITE:  George Jones

BLUNT HOUSE FUND:  John Blunt, The McDaniel Family Foundation, & Reece McWilliams.

Ann Cook also donated a large library table & antique adding machine.  Al & Joan McGovern donated a beautiful stained glass panel & colonial-style mirror. Fran Moore donated/loaned several pieces of furniture, all to be used in the Archives building.


Unique Cookbook Planned

      The Historical Society is planning a new cookbook! Homecooked Heritage will feature recipes that have been passed from generation-to-generation by local families.  Included with these recipes will be stories, fond memories & photographs related to each recipe, plus interesting vintage-style ads from area businesses.

      Homecooked Heritage is sure to be a unique blend of local history & good eats.  Copies of this book will be available in the fall of 2010-–just in time to make wonderful Christmas gifts!  Proceeds from the sale of this book benefit the Historic Hamilton House fund. 

     We are currently seeking submissions for this publication.  If you have family recipes, stories or photographs that you’d like to share, submission forms may be obtained in person at the Archives, 715 Chattanooga Ave., OR by sending  a SASE to WMHS Cookbook Project,  P.O. Box 6180, Dalton GA  30722; OR email: wmhs@optilink.us; OR on our website
http://www.whitfield-murrayhistoricalsociety.org/publications/2010cookbookproject.html. 

  Please contact Erik at 706-278-0217 for more info.


NEW  MEMBERS ARE  ALWAYS WELCOME!

Reconfigured Roof Solves Problem

Refurbishing of the archives/history center continues.  Erik & Ethan recently reconfigured a section of the roof that was directing water into the atrium & underneath the building. Work also continues in the interior & on the grounds.  Cold weather doesn’t deter these guys!  If you would like to make a donation earmarked for renovations or can volunteer your time to help with the project, please let Erik know.

Hamilton House Stabilization Update

WORK on The Hamilton House Stabilization Project began in December.  Initial construction activities include remediation of water intrusion in the basement & installation of structural steel to stabilize the west wall.  After this work is completed, it is anticipated that enough funds will remain in the HUD grant to replace the roof.  Taken together, these improvements will allow the Hamilton House to open to the public in time for the 150th Civil War Sesquicentennial beginning in November 2010.


CRANDALL BOOK RELEASED
A NEW book on the history of Crandall was recently released.  The book, compiled by Emily Cogburn, details the history of this small town which grew up along the L&N Railroad in northern Murray Co.  The 70-page spiralbound book contains photos & memories from longtime residents & is available at the Archives in Dalton & at Pat’s Antiques in Chatsworth.  Books are $10.00 each ($2.50 S&H).  Portions of the proceeds benefit the Chatsworth Depot Fund.

Information to Be Updated
WE ARE currently updating our membership contact information.  Please take a few minutes to complete the enclosed form & return it along with your 2010 dues. We expect 2010 to be a very exciting year & hope that you will also consider volunteering to help with a committee or project that interests you.  Just mark the appropriate box(es) on the update form or call Erik at 706-278-0127 to let him know your preferences.  He will communicate with the appropriate person.  Be a part of the excitement!
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Time to Kiss the Frog


Erik Gallman, Executive Secretary








CONTACT US:


In Person:  Whitfield-Murray History Center & Archives


                         715 Chattanooga Ave. Dalton, GA  30720


                        Open Tuesday-Friday, 10a.m. to 5p.m. &


                                     Saturday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.


By Mail:  P.O. Box 6180, Dalton, GA  30722


By Phone: 706-278-0217


Email:  wmhs@optilink.us


On the Web:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.whitfield-murrayhistorycenter.org" ��www.whitfield-murrayhistorycenter.org�


               








Time to pay your dues! 


 If you have not yet paid your membership dues for 2010, please remember to do so as soon as possible.  If your dues are current, the date on your mailing label will be 2010 or 2011. This year’s Alderman Challenge is to give 10% more than you did last year!





Condolences


to the family of


Charles Forrest, Chatsworth.
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